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HOHOL/GOGOL: FROM THE TRADITIONAL TO THE BIZARRE 

- by A. Sawaryn 
-  

Cynthia Karalla (Installation of live mourners) In a darkened "chapel" upstairs, one could hear the 
sounds of chanting and praying. The eerie candlelit atmosphere of the room was accented by a 
"crucifix" that turned out to be a leather jacket with the arms outstretched, and "icon" paintings of 
women with bared breasts and their faces "x'd" out. A "bride", a "Hasidic Jew" and one other 
performer wrapped in white bandages alternatively staged "prayer" scenes at the altars. 
Sacrilegious? Perhaps. But Gogol was, after all, known for his "evil" art. 
 
 
 

 


